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� This return was led by Sheshbazzar, who also initiated the rebuilding of the temple. However, because local opposition arose, the project was left unfinished.


� Nehemiah’s first return occurred during this reign—around 445/444 BC.


� This return was led by Zerubbabel and Joshua. Like Sheshbazzar, they encountered opposition during the rebuilding of the temple. However, they were able to complete a rudimentary temple. This is the period during which Haggai and Zechariah prophesied.


� The ministry of Ezra was contemporaneous with Haggai and Zechariah. The ministry of Nehemiah spanned the reigns of Artaxerxes I and Artaxerxes II. Thus, the events recorded in Ezra-Nehemiah (originally one book), take place between 464-358, with the final form of the book being completed sometime in the second half of the fourth century BC.






