Important Themes in the Pre-Exilic Prophets


1. Amos (to Israel): 
YHWH’s dominion over the nations (1:3-2:3)

Judgment for Israel’s unfaithfulness (2:4-16)

Restoration after judgment (9:8-15)


YHWH’s mercy upon His people (7:1-6)


Day of the LORD—as a day of destruction for Israel (5:18-20)


YHWH’s special relationship to Israel (3:1-4:11)*

2. Hosea (to Israel):


Judgment for Israel’s unfaithfulness (2:3-6)



Restoration after judgment (14:1-9)

YHWH’s merciful nature (2:7-3-5)

Idolatry is spiritual equivalent of adultery (1:1-5:7; 6:10; 9:1)*

3. Micah (to Judah):




YHWH’s dominion over the nations (4:11-13)
Judgment for Judah’s unfaithfulness (1:2-2:11)


Restoration after judgment (2:12-13; 7:18-20) 


YHWH’s preservation of a “remnant” (7:18-20)

The “Shepherd-King ruler” (5:2-4)


YHWH’s unique relationship to Judah (6:1-5)

Ethical communal behavior as an extension of knowing YHWH (6:8)*

4. Isaiah 1-39 (to Judah):




YHWH’s dominion over the nations  (numerous texts)


Judgment for Judah’s unfaithfulness (numerous texts)


Restoration after judgment (numerous texts)


Day of the LORD—as a day of judgment upon Judah (3:18-4:1; 7:18-23; 10:3; 22:5)


Messianic king (9:2-7; 11:1-9)
5. Zephaniah (to Judah):



YHWH’s dominion over the nations (2:4-3:8)

Judgment for Judah’s unfaithfulness (1:2-6)

Restoration after judgment (3:14-20)
The Day of the LORD—as a day of destruction for Judah
 (1:7-2:3)

YHWH’s preservation of a “remnant” (2:7, 9; 3:13)
The written form of Jeremiah’s prophecy was obviously for those languishing in exile. In its verbal form it was given both prior to and during the exile. Thus, it uniquely stands between the two “eras”—betraying elements of pre-exilic and exilic sentiments.





Each of the themes listed to the left appears in Jeremiah’s prophetic oracles—most specifically judgment for the sin of idolatry. Jeremiah’s profound prophecy is an expansion and, in many ways, a culmination of what each of the other pre-exilic prophets had prophesied before him. 
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