The “I Am” Statements of John’s Gospel

There are a number of “I Am” statements that are unique to the Fourth Gospel. The Johannine Jesus uses these to identify himself as being continuous with the self-designation of YHWH in the OT. 

See Exodus 3:11-14

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 14 God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

Hebrew (MT): hwhy (and later  )wh yn))

Greek (LXX): e0gw\ ei0mi

Problems: it can mean

· “it is I”

· “I am he”

· “I am” (or I AM)

1. Unpredicated “I Am” Statements (these are generally held to express the continuity of Jesus with YHWH)

· 4:26—25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

· 6:20—19 When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid."

· 8:24, 28, 58—58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 59At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

· 13:19—18"I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: 'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.'19"I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me."

· 18:5, 6, 8—4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" 5 "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8 "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me."
2. Predicated “I Am” Statements (there is significant debate as to whether these reflect the same sentiment as in the unpredicated statements)

· 6:35—“I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.” 
· 6:41 -  "I am the bread which came down from heaven." 

· 6:48 - "I am the bread of life." 

· 6:51 - "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh."

· 8:12 - Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (cf. 9:5 - "I am the light of the world", but grammatically less emphatic, without "ego") 

· 8:23 (twice) - He said to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world." 

· 10:7 - So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep." 

· 10:9 - "I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture." 

· 10:11 -  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." 

· 10:14 -  "I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me," 

· 11:25—Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live," 

· 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. 

· 15:1 -  I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser." 

· 15:5 - "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing."

