Rhetorical Structure of Jonah


Parallel Panels: Jonah 1-2 & Jonah 3-4

1. The word of YHWH comes to Jonah (1:1)



1. The word of YHWH comes to Jonah (3:1)

“The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of


“The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time

Amittai saying. . . .”






 saying. . . .”
2. YHWH commands Jonah to arise and go to Nineveh (1:2)
2. YHWH commands Jonah to arise and go to Nineveh (3:2)

“Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, 

“Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the 

for their wickedness has come up before me.”


proclamation which I am going to tell you.”

3. Jonah arises and flees to Tarshish (1:3)



3. Jonah arises and goes to Nineveh (3:3)

“But Jonah rose up (Mwq) to flee to Tarshish from the

“So Jonah arose (Mwq) and went to Nineveh according to the word

presence of the LORD.” 





of the LORD.”

4. The sailors respond to the storm with fear (1:4-5)


4. The Ninevites respond to the word with belief / repentance (3:4-5)

5. Leader of the pagan sailors takes action in the crisis (1:6)

5. Leader of the pagan Ninevites takes action in the crisis (3:6-9)

(he questions Jonah, has everyone cry out to their elohim)
    
  (he calls for national repentance and fast) 

6. Sailors pray for YHWH to relent and he does (1:14-15)
6. Ninevites fast in order that God (elohim) might relent and he does (3:10)

7. Jonah prays to YHWH out of the fear of death / despair  (2:2)
7. Jonah prays to YHWH out of disgust (4:2)

“I called out of my distress to the LORD, and he answered 
   
“He prayed to the LORD and said, ‘Please LORD, was not

me; I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; you heard my
   
 this what I said while I was still in my own country?  Therefore


voice.








in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that you are 

a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant   

in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.’”

8. Jonah’s prayer reflects a strong desire to live (2:2-5)
8. Jonah’s prayer reflects a strong desire to die (4:3)

“For You had cast me into the deep, into the heart of the 

Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me,

seas, And the current engulfed me. All your breakers 

for death is better to me than life.

and billows passed over me. So I said, ‘I have been 

expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again

toward Your holy temple.’Water encompassed me to the 

point of death. The great deep engulfed me. . . .” 

9. Weeds “encircle” Jonah’s head in brief judgment (2:5)
9. Plant grows over Jonah’s head in brief deliverance (4:6-7)

“Weeds were wrapped around my head (#)r).”
“So the LORD God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head (#)r) to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.”

10. Jonah’s life is “fainting away” but He remembers 
10. Jonah is “faint” and wishes to die (4:8)

YHWH (2:7)
“When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind,
“While I was fainting away (P+() I remembered the LORD,
and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint (Pl()
And my prayer came to you, Into Your holy temple”

and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ‘Death is better to me than

life.’”



11. Jonah’s prayer reflects loyalty to YHWH (2:8-9)
11. Jonah’s words reflect indignance with YHWH (4:9)

“Those who regard vain idols forsake their faithfulness, 

“Then God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry about 
But I will sacrifice to you with the voice of thanksgiving 

the plant?’ And he said, ‘I have good reason to be angry, even to death.’”
That which I have vowed I will pay.”

12. Jonah’s prayer and YHWH’s response indicates that
12. YHWH’s rebuke of Jonah indicates that the prerogatives of

salvation belongs to YHWH (2:9)
salvation belong to YHWH (4:10-11)

“Salvation is from the LORD”
“Then the LORD said, ‘You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?

