Progression of Rhetorical Forms in the Prophetic Literature


Rhetorical Forms in the Pre-Exilic Prophets and a Portion of the Exilic Prophets:

(1) Invective 

· Amos 2:4-16 

· Hosea 4:7-5:5

· Nahum 3

· Isaiah 10:1-5

(2) Threat (all the Day of the LORD material to this point)

· Amos 5:18-20

· Micah 2:3-5

· Zephaniah 1

· Isaiah 24:1-3

(3) Exhortation
· Amos 9:8

· Hosea 14

· Micah 2:12-13

· Zephaniah 3:14-20

Rhetorical Forms in Second-Isaiah and Post-Exilic Prophets:

(1) Oracles of Deliverance (which go back to the promises of the nationalistic cultic prophets) (Passages that contain the phrase “do not fear”) Isaiah 41:10-20; 43:5-7; 44:2, 8

(2) Hymn Praising and Anticipating Imminent Deliverance (in particular the first-person divine hymn, previously not customary in Israel) (used to be “the LORD will” but is now “I will do such and such. . . .”) 51:1-11 

(3) Prophetic Forensic Discourse (demonstrating YHWH is God) Isaiah 41:4; 42:5-9; 43:3-4, 10-25; 44:6; 45:5-7, 18-19, 22-25
