“Feasts” in the Fourth Gospel

1. Passover (2:13; 6:4; 11:55 – 12:1)

· Celebrated in March-April. 

· Commemorates YHWH’s protection of Israel’s firstborn just prior to the Exodus from Egypt. 

· See Exodus 11-13 for the OT background of this feast.

2. Tabernacles (or Booths) (7:2) 

· Celebrated in September-October. 

· Commemorates YHWH’s protection of and provision for Israel during their wilderness wanderings. Specifically looks back to the temporary tents the children of Israel lived in during that period. 

· See Exodus 23:16; Leviticus 23:34-36, 39-43; Numbers 29:12-38; 16:13-15; 31:10:13 for OT background of this feast.

3. Dedication (or Hanukkah) (10:22)

· Celebrated in November-December. 

· Commemorates the rededication of the Jewish temple in 164 BCE) 

· See 1 Maccabees 4:56-59; 2 Maccabees 10:6,7 for some background.

4. “A Feast of the Jews” (possibly another Passover?) (5:1)

