Modern Critical Methodologies Applied to the Gospels


	
	Historical Criticism
	Source Criticism
	Form Criticism
	Redaction Criticism
	Narrative Criticism

	Approach


	To investigate and ask questions that will draw out the historical elements found in the narrative.


	To identify the sources behind the final form of the extant documents.
	To identify and classify the different forms of oral tradition in the extant documents and how they functioned in the Sitz im Leben of the early Christian communities.


	To identify the reasons for and the methods behind the editorial decisions of the redactor. A concern is also shown to discern the author’s Sitz im Leben.
	To read the narrative as an autonomous composition, without respect to the other Gospels and their respective portraits.

	View of the Evangelist’s Role


	Historian, Biographer, Reporter / Recorder of actual events.


	Collector and Editor of written sources.
	Collector and Compiler of units that circulated in oral traditions.
	Theologian who has edited the composition with a specific theological focus and end in mind


	Artistic author who has crafted the composition in order to create a specific rhetorical effect

	Time Period Under Consideration


	The historical time of the events being narrated.
	The author’s Sitz im Leben (i.e., the time of composition)


	The era prior to formal composition when things were still circulating and being transmitted orally.


	The author’s Sitz im Leben (i.e., the time of composition)
	The narratival “time” as it is consequential to the overall narrative presentation.



	View of the End Product


	An historical, or semi-historical treatise.
	A compilation of outside, written sources.


	A community document of outside, oral sources.
	An individual, edited, theological treatise.
	An autonomous narrative.
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