Aporias in the Fourth Gospel


· When was the Prologue written?

· In 2:11 and 4:54, the signs listed are numbered as the first and second “signs” of Jesus respectively. Two problems arise however. First the numbering is not continued throughout the remainder of the FG where the other five “signs” are recorded; and second, how can 4:54 be the second of Jesus’ signs when 2:23 says that Jesus had already performed other signs?

· In 3:22, Jesus is said to “come into the land of Judea” but he has already been in Judea since the Passover feast in Jerusalem at 2:23-3:21.

· The sequence of events in chapters 5-6 is extremely problematic. Jesus moves abruptly from Samaria to Galilee to Jerusalem to Galilee to Jerusalem without transitions. Then 6:1 says, “he went to the other side of Galilee.” Isn’t he in Jerusalem at that point in the narrative?

· In 7:3-5, Jesus is urged to reveal his signs to Judea as if he has never been there. But according to 2:23 and chapter 5, he has already spent significant time there.

· The Pericope Adulterae interrupts the Tabernacles discourse. This is not as problematic since the best mss indicate that this is not an original part of the Gospel. 

· John 11:2 refers to an incident that does not occur in the narrative until ch. 12 (the anointing of Jesus’ feet by Mary of Bethany).

· In 14:30-31, there is an indication that Jesus is done speaking. However, he continues to speak for another 86 verses!

· In 16:5 Jesus comments “None of you ask me, ‘Where are you going?’” But Peter asked the identical question in 13:36 as did Thomas in 14:5. 

· Is 20:30-31 the original end of the Gospel? Chapter 21 seems to have been written later.

· John 21—was it added later?

